
“I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, 
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”  

Revelation 1:18 

First Baptist Church of Boone 
150th Anniversary 

150 Years: A Heritage and Vision of Sharing 
God’s Love 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures  
forever,    and his faithfulness to all genera-
tions.  Psalm 100:5 

Birthday Party, Wednesday, September 1, 2021: 
Worship  and Celebration, Sunday, September 
12, 2021  

 

From previous page  

As the COVID situation began a year ago and the shut-
downs began, our initial thought was that this would not 
last long. Then it continued, and continued, and contin-
ued. Thankfully we are seeing the light at the end of the 
tunnel. Numbers are way down, many have had the virus 
and or the vaccine. Our immunity is building, and there is 
a sense that this crisis is coming to close. I do pray that 
we will not forget those who were lost  during the past 
year and those who continue to struggle with the effects 
of covid. However, I pray more than anything that we 
have used this time wisely. What have we learned in the 
past year? What has God shown us about ourselves, and 
His church? What things will we leave behind? How will 
we progress   forward into a new day?  

 

I continue to pray for pastors and church leaders as you 
lead out of this unique time. I pray for wisdom and      
discernment, boldness and courage. I pray for churches 
who were divided to be united. I pray for reconciliation 
among the body of Christ. I pray for people to return to 
church as the Spirit leads. I pray for an overwhelming   
burden for the lost in our communities. May we be willing 
to do whatever it takes to reach this lost and  dying 
world.  
 

We are here for you. Please let us know how we can as-
sist you and your church as we serve the Lord together in 
Watauga, Ashe and Avery counties. I’m thankful for each 
of you.  
   Wesley Smith, DOM 

 

THREE FORKS BAPTIST ASSOCIATION   
Phone: 828.264.4482 email: office@3forksassoc.org 

Visit us on the web: www.3forksassoc.org 
Office Hours: Mon-Thur. 8:30am-2:00pm 
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The Three Forks Baptist Association’s 
Spring Semi-Annual meeting will take place 
on Tuesday, April 20 at 6:30 pm.  
 

While we are still operating under the restrictions of COVID and want to exercise all 
due caution, we also realize that many of our congregations have begun to meet in 
person with precautions in place.  In order to balance the considerations of fellowship 
and caution, we have decided on a hybrid style of meeting this year, which               
encourages fellowship among the messengers of each individual church while limiting 
exposure between groups who do not normally fellowship together.  

 

In order to achieve this balance, we will be live-streaming the meeting via Facebook 
Live and on Zoom from the TFBA office with no messengers present. Each church is 
encouraged to gather their messengers at their church and watch the live stream as a 
group. It is up to each church to make the determination if they want to encourage all 
members of their church to attend and watch, or if they prefer to limit their in -person 
gathering to messengers only while inviting the congregation to join from their 
homes, depending on how comfortable their church is with gathering at this time.  
 

The agenda for the meeting will be a word from our Moderator, brief reports from 
our teams, and a message from our Director of Missions. We will also have two Zoom 
training sessions following the meeting at 7:30pm. These sessions will be:  
 

1. The 7 Most Important Online Channels For Church  

 

2. Live Streaming 2.0: Creating real relationships with live streaming  
 

There will also be a pre-meeting session “What is a Baptist Association” led by Wesley 
at 5:30pm.  
 

Pastors, interested messengers, and church members are encouraged to attend one 
of these training sessions.  
 

Due to the online nature of the meeting there is no need for messengers to               
pre-register for the meeting itself, but we do request that anyone interested in 
attending the Zoom training sessions let us know. We also ask each church to let us 
know during or after the meeting how many messengers attended from their church.  

  April—May—June—2021 

Spring Semi-Annual 
Meeting 

April 20 | 6:30 pm  

 

 



On the Calendar 

April 4—Easter Sunday 

April 8—Executive Council Meeting—7:00 pm  

April 20—Spring Semi Annual—6:30 pm  
May 6— National Day of Prayer 
May 9—Mother’s Day 

May 31—Memorial Day  
June 20—Father’s Day 

Looking Ahead 

September—High Country Impact  
  Date to be determined  
September 9—Executive Council Meeting –7:00 pm  
November 18—Executive Council Meeting—7:00 pm  

Church Anniversaries 

April 
Mt. Vernon—1866—155 years 

Proffitt’s Grove—1911—110 years 

June 

Pleasant Grove—1891—130 years 

Perkinsville—1947—74 years 

Greenway—1951—70 years 

April Emphasis—Baptist Children’s Homes Food 
Roundup 

Church 

Planting 

Spring Office Hours  
The Three Forks Baptist Association offices will be closed 
Monday, April 5 for Easter and Monday, May 31 for          
Memorial Day.  

High Country Impact 

After being unable to have a High Country Impact event last  
year, we are excitedly looking forward to this year’s High 
Country Impact!  Although the date and other     details are 
still to be worked out, we are pleased to    announce that 
this year, in addition to our churches each being encour-
aged to have one or more projects of their own, the Associ-
ation will also have a project or two that anyone can join in 
on.  

In the meantime, we still encourage churches to be on mis-
sion locally!  We have a list  of low and no contact mission 
and service projects that churches can implement listed on 
our website at:   3forksassoc.org/mobilize  

Non -Perishable food items can be 
dropped off at the Association office   
between 8:30 and 2:00 Monday—
Thursday. Please have all  food and gift 
cards to our office by Monday, May 10.  

While food is accepted and appreciated, 
we strongly encourage the   donation of 
gift cards, which will enable the            
children’s homes to purchase fresh meat 
and produce as  needed.  

May Emphasis—North Carolina Baptist Hospital’s 
Mother’s Day Offering  

Every dollar of every gift helps patients pay hospital bills at North 
Carolina Baptist Hospital, a part of Wake Forest Baptist Health. 
They are a very special group of patients.  

The Offering helps patients who “fall between the cracks” of   
assistance. They have a little too much to qualify for government 
help or the Hospital’s charity care program. However, they do not 
have enough to pay hospital bills they are responsible for.  

With nowhere to turn for help, they receive a letter from the    
Hospital that says, “Your hospital bill has been paid by compas-
sionate and mission -minded North Carolina Baptists in the name 
of Jesus Christ and His love.”  

A small portion, around 5% as needed, helps support a subsidy for 
the hospital bills of Baptist ministers and their families.  

From:  mothersdayoffering.org 

You will  need to order promotional materials this year. Let us 
know if we can help!  

Training Opportunities  
We would like to have some 
helpful training and  confer-
ences, some in person, some 
by    video or virtual. What are 
some topics or areas of minis-
try that would be helpful for 
you and your church? Let us 
know by scanning the QR code!  

Employment Opportunities 

We have a new job opportunities page on our website 
at 3forksassoc.org/employmentopportunities  

Check the site periodically for updates and new 
postings.  

Happy Birthday | Happy Anniversary!  
April  Birthdays                        
2nd—Harold Bennett—TFBA—Retired DOM 

2nd—David Lunceford—Clark’s Creek—Pastor 
4th—Burl Greer—Cool Springs—Pastor 
14th—David Cooper—South Fork—Pastor 
20th—Dan Featherstone—Laurel Fork—Pastor  
 

April Anniversaries 
9th—Vernon and Sharon Eller—Union—Pastor and Wife 

9th—Eugene and Wendy Braswell—Willowdale—Pastor and 
Wife 

21st—Seth and Staci Norris—Perkinsville—Pastor and Wife 

 

May Birthdays 
1st—Lynn Powers—Three Forks—Pastor  
16th—Joyce Powers—Three Forks—Pastor’s Wife  
26th—Linda Greer—Cool Springs—Pastor’s Wife  
26th—Delmar James—Proffitt’s Grove—Pastor  
 

May Anniversaries 

1—Lee and Sherri Wilder—South Fork—Youth Pastor and Wife  
 

June  Birthdays 
6th—Seth Norris—Perkinsville—Pastor 
26th—Gary Watson—Tabernacle—Pastor 
 

June Anniversaries 

4th—David and Rosalind Lunceford—Clark’s Creek—Pastor and 
Wife 

8th—Wesley and Bonnie Smith—TFBA—DOM and Wife 

13th—Phillip and Sarah Woodring—Stony Fork—Pastor and 
Wife 

 

Resource of the Quarter  
Each quarter we will be featuring a recommended 
resource for the edification of our churches and 
church members.   

Resource of the Quarter 

“Flickering Lamps: Christ and His Church,” by 
Henry and Richard Blackaby  

 

“With approximately 70% of our churches 
plateaued or in decline, the revitalization of 
the church has become an essential focus. 
Henry and Richard Blackaby call upon 
churches to exercise faith, to live in the     
counsel of God’s Word, and to reach beyond 
what they can do for themselves to trust God 
for the extraordinary. This volume is based 
upon Scripture and is filled with wonderful 
personal stories of God at work to revitalize 
His church.”  
-J. Robert White, executive director, Georgia 
Baptist Convention  

 

Join us online as we go through this resource 
this quarter. Thursdays, April 8, May 6, and 
June 10, at 6:30pm. You can order the book 
at Amazon.com or through Cornerstone 
Books and Gifts. Email                                 
office@3forksassoc.org to register.  

Wesley’s Words.... 
 

Ready or not, we’re headed into the second quarter of the year! Thankfully, I have had the opportunity to be in some of 
our churches, but still have a ways to go to visit them all. I appreciate your continued patience as prayers as we slowly 
get acquainted. Jennifer, our Executive Council, teams, and pastors have been really helpful in our transition process. 
We are excited about the days, months and years ahead.  
 

Please make plans to join us online for our Spring Semi-Annual Meeting, Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 6:30pm. We are  
asking our churches to host messengers and members at their church as they have space and are comfortable. We will 
be streaming our meeting on our Facebook Page also. You will hear from our Moderator, David Cooper, brief reports 
from our teams, and I am looking forward to sharing also. I’m really looking forward to our “breakouts,” or trainings 
that will be held both before and after our meeting. I’m planning to share a presentation entitled, “What Is A Baptist 
Association?” So for those who have wondered or want to know more about that, join us online at 5:30pm. Following 
our meeting, we have two great training sessions, “The 7 Most Important Online Channels For Church,” and “Live 
Streaming 2.0:  Creating real relationships with live streaming,” led by Patrick Doohan of Advance Your Ministry. The 
internet is a great tool for outreach. We need to be using it to enhance our in person relationships and share the       
gospel. It can greatly complement and enhance our disciple making. These sessions will be recorded for future viewing.  
 

It’s crazy to think that we are headed into the Easter Season so quickly. Seems like just yesterday we were planning to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus, and now we are planning to celebrate his death, burial and resurrection. Have you ever 
wondered how quick those three years of Jesus ministry were to the disciples?  

 

           Continued on  next page  
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